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The Paris-based artist’s arrival at Osborne Studio Gallery is proofThe Paris-based artist’s arrival at Osborne Studio Gallery is proof
that cross-channel alliances are going strong.that cross-channel alliances are going strong.
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SHAPE SHIFTING: SHAPE SHIFTING: As Brexit grinds ahead with all of its cross-

channel animosity and anxiety, Londoners continue to throw

open their arms to foreign talent, and business. Mayor of

London Sadiq Khan has said from the start that, Brexit or not,

London is open for business, and Osborne Studio Gallery

Belgravia has turned those words into action.

Cabaret La Banane Bleue by Ruben Alterio who is making his London debut at
Osborne Studio Gallery.
Courtesy
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A top gallery known worldwide for its sporting paintings and

bronzes, Osborne has changed gears this month and invited the

Argentinian-born, Paris-based artist Ruben Alterio to show of

his abstract works — new and old — in the space on Motcomb

Street, not far from Knightsbridge.

The show, which runs until April 4, features Alterio’s moody

works made with broad, sensual sweeps and warm earth tones,

such as russet, corn, indigo and teal. There is a rowboat and

water inspired by a muddy river in the artist’s hometown of

Buenos Aires; rounded elephant-like shapes and an oyster

resembling a large, kohl-rimmed eye. A big brush stroke of dark

sky hangs over a minuscule cityscape while a structure

resembling a naïf beach tent looks as if it was cut from colored

paper.

Riachuelo by Ruben Alterio, who is making
his London debut at Osborne Studio
Gallery.  Courtesy

The dapper, 70-year-old Alterio, who dresses a little like Charles

Baudelaire, with his cravat, dark jacket and waistcoat, works

from his north-facing studio in Paris’ Quartier Pigalle. It’s the

same building where Pierre-Auguste Renoir painted. (The late

Impressionist was on the first floor, while Alterio is on the

fourth.)

Alterio said his strokes and shapes are inspired by calligraphy

and sculpture, and that he wants to “eliminate the extraneous,

and concentrate on very simple things, shapes and patterns,”

whether they are bears, rowboats, bananas, murky rivers or

storm clouds.
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The artist describes some of his work as a “dream in a dream in a

dream,” and said he loves the freedom that abstraction gives

him.

There is great whimsy to his work, as in the painting, “Cabaret

La Banane Bleue,” a blue hammock-like shape on a black and

olive background, which, to him, looks like a banana — and an

old-fashioned cabaret sign.

Alterio refuses to view art as something that’s linear, one reason

why the works on show are a mix of new and old.

“I believe art is atemporal. Whether it was painted in Lascaux or

by Picasso, art is art. Art is contemporary, it’s Da Vinci, it’s in

Egypt, and it’s in nature. An artist sees art everywhere,” said

Alterio, whose father also painted and who began studying at

Buenos Aires School of Fine Arts when he was 13 years old.

Projecto Royan by Ruben Alterio, who is
making his London debut at Osborne
Studio Gallery.  Courtesy

In addition to painting, he has designed theater sets and

costumes, worked with Prosper Assouline and on retail-related

projects. In the late Nineties, Neiman Marcus chose Alterio to

illustrate its fall Art of Fashion campaign. He painted abstract

interpretations of fashions by 36 brands and designers including

Gucci, Escada and Ann Demeulemeester.

His private and corporate collectors include Neiman Marcus,

Jean Louis Scherrer, Champagne Tattinger, Maison Assouline,

designer Junko Shimada and the advertising magnate Pierre

Callegari. Although Alterio has been showing in galleries across
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Recommended by

Europe, South America and the Middle East for decades, he only

made his U.S. debut in 2017 at T Gallery in Southampton, New

York.

 

Projecto Brooklyn by Ruben Alterio, who is
making his London debut at Osborne
Studio Gallery. 

Geoffrey Hughes, director of Osborne Studio Gallery, said he

likes taking a detour from the gallery’s usual route every once in

a while, and added he couldn’t resist “the physicalities and

shapes” of Alterio’s works, which range in price from 4,000

pounds to 8,000 pounds.

Hughes originally met the artist through Laurence Bet-Mansour,

the French-born founder of Art in Style, a company

that represents Latin American artists and is based in London, a

city that’s getting on with business.
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After 28 years at Neiman Marcus, Ken Downing is

moving on. Downing, one of the most colorful and

visible figures in the fashion industry has been

somewhat of an institution at Neiman’s as svp

and fashion director. Downing’s last day at the

Dallas-based retailer will be March 29, writes
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Not from concentrate. !  " : @adrienneraquel

Styled by: @thealexbadia . . . . . . #wwdfashion

F O OT W E A R  N E W SF O OT W E A R  N E W S

Puma & the KooplesPuma & the Kooples
Have a Fun NewHave a Fun New
CollabCollab

3h Ago3h Ago

FA I R C H I L D  L I V EFA I R C H I L D  L I V E

2019 WWD men’s2019 WWD men’s
style 2019style 2019

2 months Ago2 months Ago

S O U R C I N G  J O U R N A LS O U R C I N G  J O U R N A L

Could New EconomicCould New Economic
Policies Make SouthPolicies Make South
Africa a World-ClassAfrica a World-Class
SourcingSourcing
Destination?Destination?

3h Ago3h Ago

R O B B  R E P O RTR O B B  R E P O RT

Watch This MysteryWatch This Mystery
Megayacht Hit theMegayacht Hit the
Water for the FirstWater for the First
TimeTime

2d Ago2d Ago

S H E K N OW SS H E K N OW S

Clear Your Calendar!Clear Your Calendar!
Here's EverythingHere's Everything
Coming to Netflix inComing to Netflix in
April  2019April  2019

8h Ago8h Ago

https://twitter.com/wwd
https://www.facebook.com/WWD
https://www.instagram.com/wwd/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women's-wear-daily
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/GeRBD37Jy8H07cQ0cf0vUw
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/wwd/
https://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&f=wwd&t_i=1203090481%20http%3A%2F%2Fwwd.com%2F%3Fp%3D1203090481&t_u=https%3A%2F%2Fwwd.com%2Feye%2Fpeople%2Fargentinian-abstract-artist-ruben-alterio-makes-london-debut-1203090481%2F&t_d=Argentinian%20Abstract%20Artist%20Ruben%20Alterio%20Makes%20His%20London%20Debut&t_t=Argentinian%20Abstract%20Artist%20Ruben%20Alterio%20Makes%20His%20London%20Debut&s_o=default&d_m=2#
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&f=wwd&t_i=1203090481%20http%3A%2F%2Fwwd.com%2F%3Fp%3D1203090481&t_u=https%3A%2F%2Fwwd.com%2Feye%2Fpeople%2Fargentinian-abstract-artist-ruben-alterio-makes-london-debut-1203090481%2F&t_d=Argentinian%20Abstract%20Artist%20Ruben%20Alterio%20Makes%20His%20London%20Debut&t_t=Argentinian%20Abstract%20Artist%20Ruben%20Alterio%20Makes%20His%20London%20Debut&s_o=default&d_m=2#
https://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&f=wwd&t_i=1203090481%20http%3A%2F%2Fwwd.com%2F%3Fp%3D1203090481&t_u=https%3A%2F%2Fwwd.com%2Feye%2Fpeople%2Fargentinian-abstract-artist-ruben-alterio-makes-london-debut-1203090481%2F&t_d=Argentinian%20Abstract%20Artist%20Ruben%20Alterio%20Makes%20His%20London%20Debut&t_t=Argentinian%20Abstract%20Artist%20Ruben%20Alterio%20Makes%20His%20London%20Debut&s_o=default&d_m=2#
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=wwd&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&f=wwd&t_i=1203090481%20http%3A%2F%2Fwwd.com%2F%3Fp%3D1203090481&t_u=https%3A%2F%2Fwwd.com%2Feye%2Fpeople%2Fargentinian-abstract-artist-ruben-alterio-makes-london-debut-1203090481%2F&t_d=Argentinian%20Abstract%20Artist%20Ruben%20Alterio%20Makes%20His%20London%20Debut&t_t=Argentinian%20Abstract%20Artist%20Ruben%20Alterio%20Makes%20His%20London%20Debut&s_o=default&d_m=2#
https://wwd.com/eye/parties/gallery/justin-theroux-tavi-gevinson-hang-with-the-art-film-crowd-at-metrograph-party-1203089990/?obOrigUrl=true
https://wwd.com/business-news/business-features/galeries-lafayette-china-10-stores-1203090966/?obOrigUrl=true
https://wwd.com/fashion-news/fashion-scoops/kohls-ceo-pay-tops-12-million-1203090753/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.instagram.com/p/BvUg8-QnNDu/
https://www.instagram.com/wwd
https://www.instagram.com/p/BvUfHZgHnFM/
https://footwearnews.com/2019/focus/sneakers/puma-the-kooples-collaboration-suede-thunder-sneakers-1202763971/
https://fairchildlive.com/event/2019-wwd-mens-street-style/
https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/sourcing/south-africa-sourcing-141120/
https://robbreport.com/motors/marine/crn-launches-79-meter-motor-yacht-2844527/
https://www.sheknows.com/entertainment/articles/2019598/everything-coming-netflix-april-2019/


25/03/2019, 10:31Argentinian Abstract Artist Ruben Alterio Makes his London Debut – WWD

Page 6 of 6https://wwd.com/eye/people/argentinian-abstract-artist-ruben-alterio-makes-london-debut-1203090481/

© Copyright 2019  -  Penske Media Corporation© Copyright 2019  -  Penske Media Corporation

Subscribe to WWD’sSubscribe to WWD’s

newslettersnewsletters
Get all the top news stories and alerts straight to your
inbox.

Enter email address SIGN UP


